following the example of a recent patient, who had committed suicide by swallowing a fork, and on whom gastrotomy was performed, the patient dying a few days subsequently. When the patient was seen, she was very calm, and expressed a desire to be operated upon as soon as possible. Repeated examinations were made, to discover the presence of any foreign body in the stomach. The shape and direction of this organ left me no doubt that the fork was actually in the stomach, and that its point was directed forward and upward, the handle a little backward and in the direction of the pylorus. Beyond this, there was no severe symptom. The tumor remained in the same condition for many months ; but in April, it became less regular in outline. In place of being convex, it now presented a depression at its lower part, which was painful to the touch, and the skin was adherent over it. In the month of May, an abscess formed, on a level with this depression, about three fingers' breadth above and to the left of the umbilicus. Swelling, puffiness, and redness of the skin increased ; and on June 9th, the abscess opened spontaneously, permitting a little pus, and some brownish-colored and fetid fecal matter to escape through the minute openings. A careful examination of the fistula failed to discover any traces of the fork. "On June 12th," says M. Andel, "I was witness to a rare sight. The four prongs of the fork were projecting two thirds of their length through the walls of the abdomen, on a level with the fistula. M. M. Darchys and Zehn can verify this. On careful manipulation, the fork could be wholly reached by reason of the intervention of the walls of the abbess. Two incisions made, one on either side of the prongs, allowed the removal of the fork, which had a perpendicular direction, as was ascertained. The handle was covered with fecal matter, brown-coloured and stinking. Being washed it was of a grayish-black colour, and numerous crystals were deposited about the middle of the shank. A chemical examination showed that the color was due to the sulphuret of silver, and that the crystals were formed of calcareous phosphates. The fistula was dressed, and the discharges, which flowed away on the following day, were examined with care, but found to contain only fecal matter. 
